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High Desert Downshift is the official publication of 

the High Desert Region of the Porsche Club of 

America and is published monthly. Any statement 

appearing in Downshift is that of the author and 

does not represent the opinion of the Porsche Club 

of America, the High Desert Region, its board of 

directors, the Downshift or its staff. Permission is 

given to chartered regions of PCA to reprint 

articles in their newsletters if credit is given to the 

author and to Downshift. Publication office 

address: PO Box 113, Bend, OR 97709. 

Submissions The deadline for submissions is the 

fifteenth day of the month preceding the month 

of publication. Please email: 
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E  

MORE RAMBLINGS 

Here we are, about to enter the month of July and we don’t have a fully 

clear path forward to the “new normal”.   

Here’s what we, your Board, discussed at our last Zoom Board meeting. 

Arrive and Drives, our June event went well.  We satisfied the State 

rules, made PCA happy and kept everyone SAFE. It was a win for all. That 

said, we will follow the same format for the July A&D. Note that the July 

A&D will be the second Saturday, the 11th.  We know from past 

experience that the July 4th weekend is not good for our A&D. 

The monthly dinner meeting is still on hold.  Member size and social distancing make it difficult 

to comply with the rules and put our members at risk.  We are looking into an alternative. We’ll 

keep you posted on that. 

Tours are still on hold. I’m not sure when we can start them again. 

Car shows are on hold for now.  It’s too difficult to follow guidelines and keep members safe. 

But you can do that “deep clean” you have been putting off! I’ve started on my 997, it’s a 

sickness… 

Good news, the Porsches and High Heels group (ladies only) that had a kick-off meeting and 

then was struck by COVID, is about to have its first event.  Once we all the details worked out 

we’ll send a email blast. 
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PCA is working with MotorSportReg to make an online waiver form. So when you sign-up for an 

event you can “e-sign” the waiver than and not have to print, sign and bring like we need to 

now. We may have this in time for our July A&D, yeah! 

So we are at a point now that the Classic Group and Off Pavement Group can follow the A&D 

format and start their driving events.  

Oh, and your Rally Masters are now starting to talk about the next one.  I bet you can’t wait!! 

See you down the road, I’ll be flashing my lights at you! 

 

Tim 
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EDITOR’S COLUMN 

By Bren Hirschberg, Editor 

This month we welcome a new addition, the quirky, contrarian views of 

Earl E. Apex which will become a familiar feature in Downshift issues 

ahead. Earl is the alter-ego of one of our HDR club members who shall 

remain nameless. We hope his off-beat automotive humor and 

observations will amuse and challenge your Porsche knowledge. 

Do not forget our on-going Photo contest! Submit your entries to me and 

you, yes you, or your car could be on the cover of the Downshift. 

There is important information in this issue regarding the new format for 

Arrive and Drive tours. The “Universal Driver’s Meeting Instructions” 

which will be taking the place of mass-gathering Driver’s Meetings are included in this issue. 

You are encouraged to print them and put them in you glove box for future tours and 

reference. They will not change. Only the specific tour instructions for a particular event will 

change and they will be emailed to registered participants prior to the event. 

Suggested reading:  The Gearhead’s EV Cheat Sheet, by Nelson Ireson was published in the 

Automobile Magazine a few months ago. An excellent and understandable summary of how 

electrically-powered cars work and how to compare them to HP, torque, etc. I read this and 

now I don’t stand there with that slack-jawed, glazed look when the conversation shifts to 

EV’s. After all, its here at your Porsche dealer! Here’s the link.  

https://www.automobilemag.com/news/electric-cars-explained-gearheads/ 

    

https://www.automobilemag.com/news/electric-cars-explained-gearheads/
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MEMBER UPDATE 

 

A Monthly summary of our membership changes from Kim 

Morris, Membership Chair.  

 

July  Membership Update 

High Desert Region PCA 

 

TOTAL MEMBERS: 437 New Members:  0 

Primary: 268 Transfers in: 1 

Affiliate: 172 Transfers out: 0 

PCA Juniors: 11  

  

Total National PCA Membership: 133.406 

 

 

CALENDAR 

Arrive and Drive  July 11  Details TBA 
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RENNBOW 
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J U N E  

ARRIVE AND DRIVE 

Text by Bren Hirschberg 

Photos by Shannon Hirschberg 

The Arrive and Drive season started late this year and in a very different form than we are 

used to due the COVID-19 restrictions. Two months into our usual driving season we received 

approval to have “group drives” with very strict limitations. Social Distancing, masks outside 

Group I heads up toward Mt. Bachelor 
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your car, no group gatherings, etc. So…no Driver’s Meeting, written instructions instead. Stay 

in your car, waivers filled out ahead, no stopping for rest and socializing and NO COOKIES!?! 

Oh well, we are tough – we will get through this as long as we get to drive our Porsches on a 

scenic Central Oregon road. Required registration ahead of time was limited to 40 cars. Placed 

in 4 groups of 10 cars each, starting 30 minutes apart, no overlap at the start, dispersal home 

at the ending. Pretty strange and uncomfortable for such a usually social and talkative club. 

We took the Cascades Lakes Highway and Crane Prairie Reservoir Loop – a familiar route, but 

early in the mountain weather pattern this year giving a bit of weather changes and the 

expected spectacular scenery.  
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The 100 mile route took about 1hr 45min and with very little other traffic made for a nice 

trouble-free drive. However, there was still snow at the roadsides at the upper elevations. 

 

The spacing of the groups proved to be “just right”. None of the groups caught or impeded the 

others and as Group I returned to Century drive, we passed Group IV just heading out. Thanks 

to Tim Morris, A&D chair for acting as waiver-picker-upper, staging person, and starting 

official for keeping the event organization on track.  
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We can expect the format for our monthly drives to follow this pattern until more of the 

current restrictions are lifted. 

Look elsewhere in the Downshift for the Calendar, and also for the Universal Driver’s Meeting 

Instructions. These will be applicable to future A&D’s so print them off and put them in your 

glovebox. 
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B Y  E A R L  E .  A P E X  

INSIGHTS FROM A CURIOUS MIND 

It’s interesting to look back at the “good” old days, old Porsche days that is, when tires 

were very skinny and their sidewalls were very tall. Today it’s the opposite. Tires are very 

fat and their sidewalls have almost disappeared. I even quit putting tire black on my 911 

sidewalls because they were so small. 

 

So what’s happened? In the old days we thought it was progress when Porsche wheels 

went from 16” to 15“ and we had those huge sidewalls to slather up with that sticky tire 

black stuff. No Porsche person’s 356, or 911 would be seen in public without big shiny, 

black tire sidewalls. It was a matter of pride. Yes we would wax our painted, or chromed 

wheels, but it was the shiny black sidewalls that really made the car look great.  

 

Today it’s all about wheels. In the 1970s Porsche went back to 16” wheels, then to 17”, 

then 18” then 19”, then 20” wheels on 911s. Today its 21” wheels with big fat tires on the 

rears and sidewalls have become this little black shadow around monster wheels. They’re 

kind of like the steel bands around old wagon wheels.  

 

The secret is that these huge wheel sizes are looks driven, not performance driven. But 

the 20” and 21” wheels really look cool! Talk about an incredible looking wheel and tire: 
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So, what could we be losing with these monster wheels? Let’s first look at Formula 1 tires 

and wheels. Formula 1 cars are considered the pinnacle of road racing vehicle 

performance and looks. Wow, they’re all sidewalls and hardly any wheels. How can this 

be? 

 

Maybe large sidewalls and small wheels can look good after all. And maybe larger 

sidewalls and smaller wheels have performance advantages. You can’t find more 

responsive and faster cornering tires and wheels than on Formula 1 cars.  

 

Let’s look at newer Porsche Cup car tires and wheels. Wow, they’re mostly 18” wheels 

with taller sidewalls than current production 911s. Reality is that our customer driven 

monster wheels and no sidewall look on new 911s are heavier and don’t perform as well 

as cars with smaller wheels and larger sidewalls.  
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I’ve certainly heard Porsche people say: “You know, I can hardly hear someone talking in 

my 911”. Simply put, the higher the tire sidewall, the more noise can be absorbed and the 

ride softened.  

 

So we’re losing performance, a softer ride and quietness with our monster wheels and 

mini sidewalls. But they sure look great! 

 

 

Your Friend,  

Earl 
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BOARD BIOS 

Jeanine Faria 

Treasurer 

My husband, Fred, and I are charter members of the High Desert 

Region.  It’s been twenty years of great cars and even greater 

people.   Fred is actually the car guy; I’m just along for the ride.  

Fred’s had many Porsches over the years and he is patient with 

me when I ask him, “Okay, what kind of Porsches do we have and 

what years are they?”  Generally, I refer to them at the light blue 

one and the dark blue one.   They are both 911s and they each 

get approving looks when we take them out for a drive. 

Membership in HDRPCA has provided lots of fun memories over 

the years.  Many Christmas parties, road clean ups, drives on 

beautiful days, and especially the monthly member dinners.   

I’m definitely looking forward to getting back together with everyone, soon, and enjoying the 

good life. 
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Scott Lauray 

Vice President 

 

A long time Porsche fan and owner of many Porsches 

over the years, Scott has been a PCA member for 7 

years and his son Jackson is currently a Junior Member. 

Scott has enjoyed serving on the Board of Directors for 

the High Desert Region Porsche Club of America in a 

few capacities and is very involved in the club. In his 

current stable he has a Cayenne Turbo and a 911/996. 

Scott owns a financial services firm that specializes in 

Contract Chief Financial Officer Engagements, and 

Mergers and Acquisitions advisory. Although this keeps 

him traveling a lot, you can often find him and his 

family on the mountain bike trails and ski slopes of Central Oregon or tinkering with cars in the 

garage. 

Having grown up in Central Oregon, Scott now calls it home after a career that called him to Los 

Angeles and Las Vegas for about 10 years. 
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Lisa Sarmiento 

Safety Officer 

Past President 

 

I developed a love for the Porsche brand in high school. A classmate of mine would take me for 

rides to and from the pool where we worked as life guards. He owned a Bitter Chocolate colored 

911(c. 1980) and it was a very fun car.  I grew up in the High Sierra area of California where the 

roads wind around the mountains. The perfect formula to cultivate the passion for an automobile 

built for the curving roads.  

Many years later I found myself owning my own 911 and I have never regretted a day of being a 

flat six driver. The winding roads of Central Oregon remind me of 

home and take me back to my high school days. It has been some 

time since then and the roles are reversed, I am in the driver’s 

seat. Having had the experience of driving both air and water-

cooled Porsches, I will always prefer the look and feel of the 

Porsche I first loved. The classic 911 brings memories of hot 

summer days, the smell of sunscreen, chlorine, and the feeling of 

acceleration on the back end of a corner.  
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UNIVERSAL MEETING 

These written rules will replace the usual “Driver’s Meeting” during the time of Social Distancing. 

They have the full effect of Club Rules and you should print them and keep them in your glove 

compartment.  

 

YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR FULL KNOWLEDGE AND COMPLIANCE WITH THESE INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. You MUST have presented a signed PCA Insurance Waiver at Start 

2. Headlights on while in motion 

3. No passing of other Porsches in your group – you may trade places at tour stops 

4. You may safely pass other traffic 

5. Share the Road – be careful of bicyclists and others on our narrow roads 

6. Keep up with the Porsche ahead   

7. Keep the Porsche behind you in your rear view mirror 

8. Ensure that the car behind makes all the correct turns- you may have to wait for them in a 

visible, but safe location 

9. Safety First- employ proper driver etiquette and car control - do not exceed the abilities of 

yourself or your car 

10. Remember your actions reflect upon all of us, so please be courteous 
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B R I N G I N G  T H E  R E G I O N S  T O G E T H E R  

ZONE 6 PCA   

PCA Zone 6 is one of 14 PCA Zones.  It includes three Canadian Regions and seven American 

Regions.  All of the regions have a Region Representative that is the main liaison between the 

regions executive and PCA National Executive.  The current Zone 6 representative is Mark 

Prusynski.  Mark resides in Boise Idaho and has been a PCA member for countless years. 

Three years ago, the Zone 6 PCA website,  http://zone6.pca.org was restructured, adding more 

information for PCA members in Zone 6.  

On the site there is a map of Zone 6 showing the locations of the regions.  There are links to all 

ten Zone 6 Regions Event Calendars.  Seven years of “In The Zone Archives”, which are 

newsletters from Mark and his predecessor, Tim Hagner.  

What’s “new”?  During this time of “Covid19 Shutdown” work has begun on a collection of 

Tour/Drives.  Many of us travel and explore the Pacific Northwest and try to avoid major 

highways, always looking for that “special drive” 

The intent of this is for every region to have a list of “Favourite Drives” in their region.  So that if 

any Zone 6 member or even PCA member is in a region they are not familiar with, that member 

can click on the region link and find a list of drives they can explore.  After all, every region has 

their best, favourite roads to drive.  These are not organized drives or a regional event, although 

there may be one on that region’s calendar.  

Click on the link “Tours”   in the menu bar of the Zone6 homepage. 

The next page lists the regions. Clicking on the link for region you are interested in, will open a list 

of drives/tours in that region. Only the Canadian Regions have tours/drives listed at this point in 

time, but we are working on it. 

http://zone6-new.pca.org/index.html
http://zone6-new.pca.org/Tours.html
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An example is Vancouver Island Region Tour – Pacific Marine Circle Drive 

When you click on the drive you are interested in, you will get a PDF page showing a map of the 

route, map showing the location of the drive in relation to major cities, a link to a “google map 

and directions” you can print, and a short description of the drive and amenities along the route. 

The drives are presented as ‘stand alone’ drives, but one can always combine drives in a particular 

area, based on the maps. 

Hopefully over the next while, regions will contribute their best roads/drives/tours, that can be 

added so all of us can “Get Out and Drive” that new special road. 

- Perci Hala/Gary Glover - Zone 6 Representative 
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