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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

MORE RAMBLINGS
So welcome to the new normal! Maybe a glimpse at the new normal. I
don’t see this event not changing the way we go forward. We will still be
able to drive our Porsches and visit with our Porsche friends in the new
normal. I’m ready!!
We have postponed/cancelled all our May events as of now. We are
watching the guidelines as they unfold and how they affect us. As soon as
we can, we’ll get some drives up and going. From there we’ll ease into
dinner meetings again.
This year is our 20th anniversary of incorporation as a Region of The Porsche Club of America. Our
celebration dinner party has been moved to June 27th. This one might stick!
We are doing a “meet your Board” section in this month’s Downshift. A little introduction to your
Board and some deserved recognition. After we complete the Board we’ll expand to a “meet our
Members” section. Start working on those bios and taking the perfect “us and our Porsche “
photo. I know you have the time right now.
By the time you read this we’ll have had our virtual tech session and garage tour. Hope you took
the time to attend. It’s a good way to re-engage with your Porsche friends. Thank you to Mike
Simmons and Josh Van Eikeren for taking the time and sharing with us.
See you down the road, I’ll be flashing my lights at you!

Tim

High Desert Region Porsche Club of America

[4]

EDITOR’S COLUMN
May 2020
Talk about a challenge! I had decided to skip the May Issue of the Downshift, due
to the complete shutdown of the HDR in April from the Corona Virus restrictions.
We had NO photos, zero, zip, nada. No meetings. No Tech sessions. No drives. The
only activity was some Zoom conference calls among six members who wanted to
talk over shop projects and a Zoom Board meeting.
Tim, our always enthusiastic and innovative President, said “No way! The show
must go on!” Or words to that effect. You’ve gotta admire his tenacity.
So, this month’s issue is a bit eclectic, but here we are. Ready to keep the loyal membership
engaged, interested, and looking forward to driving and gathering in days ahead. We WILL get
through this!
On another subject….I really need articles written by club members to fill out the Downshift.
Please send me Porsche-activity related stuff and I will get it in! ALSO, we are having a running
contest for photo submission – best photo of you or your Porsche submitted will be on the cover
of the Downshift. WOW!! Its easy to submit your contributions – send me an email
(editor@highdesertpca.org) with your photos and articles as an attachment.

Bren
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

A Monthly summary of our membership changes

Kim Morris, Membership Chair

New Members:

Total Members: 444

Jim and Kathy Elliott
Henry Green
Carolyn Houghton

Primary: 271
Affiliate: 173
Junior: 11
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IN PREVIOUS (PRE-LOCKDOWN)…

HDR SPRING DAYS
April 2018 – Scott Loring and his granddaughter, Lola, enjoy non-distancing at Diego’s Car Show.

The May Arrive and Drive to Fort Rock, 2008
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GET TO KNOW YOUR

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
- Roger Sanders, Historian My memories go back to high school and seeing my first Porsche 356. I could not understand why anyone
would pay as much for one of those little German cars as a new Corvette. My reality completely changed
when I got to drive my brother’s new, black 356A coupe.
I do have to admit that one of the things that motivated me to become an aerospace engineer was to be
able to afford a new Porsche. The ink hadn’t dried on accepting my first engineering position when bought
a new, green 1967 912. I put a lot of miles on that poor 912, from time trials at Riverside Raceway and
Willow Springs to commuting up and down the Southern California coast. The coastal living corrosion
environment and winter storm sandblasting were not kind to that car or to its once beautiful Irish Green
paint.
My wife Mary and I have owned several Porsches since
then. My favorite is a 1958 Meissen blue Speedster with
red interior that I talked Mary into buying in 1968 before
we were married. We had the Speedster for several
years and of course I hot rodded it. She will admit that I
had some influence on buying it and also admit that her
family thought she was totally crazy replacing her almost
new red Ford for some weird, used German sports car.
I joined PCA for the first time in 1967 soon after buying the new 912. I’ve been our club’s historian for
about 17 years and have accumulated hundreds of photos of club activities as Mary and I have
participated in dozens of drives, tours, special events and car shows. During that time I’ve watched our
club change dramatically in size and demographics. And during that time our more recent Porsche
ownership has gone all the way from a 1973 RS Clone, a 996, a 996 Turbo, a 997.2 to our current blue
Macan GTS.
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-

Joe Mansfield, Events Chair -

My attraction to the Porsche brand began in high school. One of the upper classmen, Craig, had a
Porsche. I respected the fact that he knew so much about the brand and was willing to work hard
to earn enough money to acquire one.
After college, I knew I wanted to be a financial advisor. I spent the next few years as a student of
the industry. I spent years studying to earn two professional designations and worked diligently to
build my clientele.
In the early years, one of my clients was the Riviera Motors dealership in Portland. They were a
Porsche, Audi and Volkswagen dealership. I was hired to develop and promote the companymanagers gave me a poster of a 1996 jet black 993 turbo. I placed that poster in my office as
constant reminder that if I worked hard and built a loyal clientele, I might be able to acquire an
iconic car like that.
After more than 30 years as an advisor,
I’ve been fortunate enough to fulfill my
dream of owning a Porsche. Several
years ago, I joined a group of High
Desert Porsche club members and
traveled to Germany to immerse myself
in the world of Porsche. Tim Hagner,
Bren Hirschberg, Mike Simmons and I
flew to Stuttgart and visited the Porsche
Taking on the “Mary Hill Loops” Drive!

factory and museum. We raced brand
new Porsches along the Autobahn and

reached the ultimate goal of exceeding 150 mph.
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I’ve enjoyed being a member of the High Desert Porsche Club. The more I understand the history
of Porsche, the more I appreciate the quality of the brand and the people that are attracted to
Porsche. As the PCA motto goes…”It not just the cars, it’s the people!”

- Jim Felton, Board member at-large -

Patty Felton and Silver Friend

We did our second Porsche drive during the semi lockdown to Eagle Bakery in Madras last week to have a fun drive
and get our cinnamon roll fix. (yes, we did share some with Tim)
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My experience with Porsches goes back to 1972 when I was in the military and a fellow Doc had a 914. This was the
coolest car I had seen and aspired to have one when we could afford. When back in Rochester to finish my training,
on a day off I visited a Porsche dealer. When asked about the 914, the salesman asked if I had been in a 911. After
a spirited ride in a 911, I was hooked. Finally, in 1978 I had my first 911 Targa which was soon replaced with a 1984
SC.
A Porsche was too pretentious to be seen in my community. It was better to be seen riding my bike or driving my
10 y.o. Ford pickup. It was fun driving for a couple of ski trips to Sun Valley, however. On a trip out of town the SC
was vandalized while parked, so we made the decision to sell.
After retirement in 2000 and our move to Bend we reconnected with Porsche. And now three 911s and one Macan
later we are once again hooked and have experienced the camaraderie with fellow PCA members.
I occasionally think of getting a 356 or air cooled 911, but after a two- day Porsche Driving Experience at Barbour
motor sports park in Birmingham I realize at my age that would be ill advised. Oh, but I do wish we still had the
1984 Targa SC.
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- Tim Hagner , President Hi, I’m Tim Hagner, your current High Desert Region of PCA
President in my second year of a two year term. Sue and I joined
PCA right after we purchased our first
Porsche, a 356B, in 1974. Except for a
couple of “dark years” we have had a
Porsche in the garage and been active
members ever since. Our 2 sons grew up
in PCA and in the back seat of a 911 or 944.
We retired to Central Oregon 11 years ago
and became members of the High Desert
Region after working 37 years for a large
Aerospace Co. We have continued to enjoy
the cars and the people and have built
lasting friendships through PCA. I urge you
to be involved and contribute to our club.
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- Bren Hirschberg, Downshift Editor Our “Porsche History” began in 1975 in San Diego. During our 52 years
together Shannon and I have owned 16 sportscars, including 9 Porsches. Our
first taste of “tracktime” started with the San Diego Region PCA at the Holtville
track and we were hooked! We ended up racing Porsches for 12 years in
dedicated racecars at 12 different tracks all over the Southwest and even up to
Portland. Logging about 75 races with PCA, POC, SCCA, and NASA. It was
purely “Mom & Pop” racing but boy, did we have fun!
I retired from my Medical career in Arizona in 2003 and we moved to Bend,
and immediately joined the HDR. This was the first time we were really in an
active local club with social activities and friends instead of competitors. We
have enjoyed the change of pace with tours and car shows and meeting the wonderful people of the High Desert
Region.
From the beginning, we have jumped right in – I think I have held
every job/officer/position in the club in our 17 years here. Now I am
the Editor of the Downshift and enjoy the challenge of a new and
competely different job. I encourage all of you to get involved by
leading a tour or A&D or social activity or trackday. Who knows
where it might take you?
Shannon has always been the best pit crew, timer, critic, tour
companion, support with car restorations, concours advisor, etc. a
“car guy” could wish for. So don’t leave your spouse behind! There’s
room in the World of Porsche for everyone.
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Mary Sanders, Board Secretary
A beautiful Meissen blue, 1958
Speedster was my first Porsche. That
was a little more than fifty years ago
when Roger helped me buy it. He then
married me - for the car?! And I married
him - for my car’s mechanic?! I drove it
regularly to work, where my fourth
graders, were quite impressed. We lived
in southern California at the time so
drove with the top down quite often.
The car’s previous owner had put in roll
up windows and we changed them back
to side curtains. Those weren’t exactly
convenient, but definitely fun to have. We’ve now lived in Central Oregon for more than 30 years and have had
several 911’s. Our current Porsche is a Macan, this time a beautiful Sapphire blue.
I’ve been the club’s secretary for two years and found it more interesting and enjoyable than I had expected. I’ve
had the pleasure of working with two exceptional presidents, Jerry Kolb and Tim Hagner, and all the other great
board members.
Our preference for travel is to go on road trips and I like finding places along the way that we didn’t know about in
advance. One is Pompey’s Pillar near Billings, Montana. It’s the only place on the Lewis and Clark trail where you can
see William Clark’s signature, carved into a huge rock. Another interesting place is the Effigy Mounds National
Monument near the Mississippi river in Iowa. We hope to take our Macan on a trip soon.

High Desert Region Porsche Club of America

[14]

Sam Davis, at-large Board member:
Carolyn and I have enjoyed 13 sports cars in our 49-year marriage.
Our first was a 1965 Corvette convertible purchased in 1967, while
attending UC Berkeley. Our favorites were the Corvette, Austin
Healy 3000, the 280z, Mercedes SL500 and of course, the
Porsches. We bought our first Porsches, a red 1985 944 and black
1989 911 coupe, when we lived in the Santa Ynez Valley (just
inland from Santa Barbara). Because we had no idea there was a
Porsche Club, we did not join the SB PCA. We sold the 1989 coupe in 1998 when I was transferred to London. We
did not own another sports car for several years as the 911 coupes seemed to get smaller inside (or I got larger).
In 2005 we purchased the Mercedes SL500 and kept it until
2016 when we started looking for a new car. When we heard
that the 991 Porsches had increased their interior size we went
to Porsche of Bend and fell in love with the new Targa. We
ordered a Targa 4s and watched it come across the ocean. This
is when we first joined the HDRPCA and I have been on the
HDRPCA BOD since joining. We have enjoyed attending ~5, 3day events each year, entered cars in Diego’s, Oregon Festival of Cars, and the Porsche/Corvette Club’s mini show,
attended the Spokane Parade and the Porsche Rennsport Reunion VI at Laguna Seca and enjoy the monthly Arrive
and Drives and dinners. In 2017 we purchased a Guards red 1985 930 Turbo cab with a slant nose conversion, and
in 2018 we purchased a Carmine Red Macan GTS. To accommodate the cars and the new 2021 mid-engine Corvette
convertible we ordered, we constructed a heated car garage to house 7 more cars beyond our house’s 2 car garage.
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IN REMEMBRANCE

DEE CLARK
March 29, 2020
Don and Dee Clark walked into their first HDR member meeting in November of 2018, after a twohour drive from their home in Chiloquin. As remarkable as driving two-hours each way for a
routine meeting would be, the memory that lingers in my mind is the way Don, a retired Navy
fighter pilot in his mid-seventies, tenderly introduced his wife as: “my beautiful bride Dee”. Don’s
introduction reflected the essence of an almost fifty-year marriage.
Before Don and Dee left that evening, Gretchen and I invited them to stay at our home the
evening of the club’s Holiday Party in December. Don and Dee — it is still very difficult to think of
them other than as a couple — were a joy to have as house guests, and we got to know them well
as they stayed with us after each HDR meeting through November of 2019. Sharing a light
breakfast before we sent them off for their drive home became a high point of our month as we
shared stories of the time before the time we met.
Dee was frail and had battled poor health for many years, but she never complained about
anything. One of her challenges was the loss of strength that occurs to all of us as we grow older,
but which can be very problematic for those for whom illness has made exercise activity difficult or
impossible. Dee chose to find joy in small physical accomplishments and positive responses to
new therapies, and that joy was infectious for those who knew her. We never saw a frown cross
her lips.
Dee passed on March 29 after suffering a stroke. It is easy to think of her death as a release, but
we miss her monthly presence at our breakfast table and the smiles that she brought to our
family.
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We look forward to a time when Don can rejoin us for club meetings and the monthly visit, but
there will always be an empty chair and the memory of a truly beautiful relationship.

Jerry & Gretchen Kolb
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PORSCHE RACING HISTORY
text and photos by Bren Hirschberg

The Amazing 956……..and, the Incredible Stefan Bellof
You may know this story, but it’s a story that deserves to be retold and kept alive in Porsche
memories.
Norbert Singer, the wunderkind of Porsche engineering, designed the 956, a Group C sportsprototype racecar for the FIA World Championship and Porsche introduced the car in 1982. It
subsequently went on to become the
most successful racecar Porsche ever
built.
The 956 quickly dominated its class and
from 1982-1985 when it was officially
replaced by the 962. It featured an
aluminum monocoque chassis, with a
635HP 2.65L turbo flat 6 engine, a dualclutch manual gearbox, and ground-effect
Seen here on the Laguna Seca “corkscrew” at Rennsport VI

aerodynamics capable of exerting
downforce 3 times the amount on a 917!
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There is a display at the Porsche museum
with the car upside down, illustrative of the
amount of downforce produced vs weight of
the car that it theoretically could drive on
the ceiling.

Enter Stefan Bellof, a 25 year-old German driving for Porsche in the 956. An
incredibly talented and aggressive driver who although prone to dramatic
crashes, also had the ability to deliver.
In May of 1983 the stage was set at the Nurburgring Nordschleife, a
notoriously demanding 12.9-mile circuit, for a 1000KM race of Le Mans cars.
The Porsche 956’s were well-suited to the track with their incredible
downforce and in qualifying for the race the 956’s placed into 6 of the top 7
spots.
In the qualifying laps, with old tires, a full gas tank, and other traffic on the
course, Bellof set a blistering track record time of 6:11:13 with an average
speed over 202kph!! 6 seconds faster than the next fastest world-class
driver. That record was so fast that it stood for 35 years.
Bellof was paired with Derek Bell in Chassis #007 driving hard with a lengthening lead, but early in
the race Bellof lost control into a corner barrier at 160 mph. He was uninjured, but the race was
over for the lap record holder.
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He went on to win the 1984 World Sportscar Championship in a 956, and was a rising star in F1 in
1985. Tragically, he was killed that year at Spa driving a Porsche 956 when he attempted a corner
pass on Jacky Ickx in a Porsche 962, causing them both to crash. Bellof’s career was cut short from
what was looking to be an impressive record in F1.
The “Rest of the Story” is that Porsche returned to the ‘Ring in 2018 to try and break Bellof’s overall record time. This time, however, in the 919 Hybrid Evo. Porsche had retired the car at the end
of the previous season and was taking the 919 on a world tribute tour “Victory Lap” to celebrate
the technological and racing success of the car.
Timo Bernhard, a Porsche factory driver and German like Bellof, was chosen for the record
attempt. Bellof has been a hero and role model for Bernhard through his career. The 919,
obviously a quantum leap forward in race car technology with 1100 HP, incredible downforce, and
instant torque, was able to reach 230mph on portions of the track! Timo progressively lowered his
lap times until finally posting a 5:19.546!!! He broke the previous record by 51 seconds.
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At Rennsport VI we were fortunate to see the Tribute 919 that set the record at Nurburgring both
at speed on demo track laps as well as up close in the paddock.
The 956, now almost 40 years old, still deserves our admiration as the car of its time and an
impressive stepping stone in the technological advances of racing!

R.I.P. Stefan and congratulations to Timo and Porsche Racing for bringing to our attention his
talents and accomplishments.
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