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MORE RAMBLINGS
by Tim Hagner

While time seems to be standing still for our club, things are
happening behind the scenes.
The e-voting we want to have in place for the election of our club
officers is in progress. Actually we are about to start testing the
system. We need to ensure it’s in place and ready to go, without
bugs! When its voting time we’ll send out complete “how to”
instruction. Who knew when we started down this path it would be
so important now? Sometimes we just get lucky.
We are looking at how to hold a “New Member” meet and greet on
Zoom. After attending a Zoom baby shower I have some ideas. Also our Club Historian, Roger
Sanders, will be reaching out to the new members and asking if he can interview them for a
new member bio for the Downshift.
A&Ds are now a topic of concern. The growth of Central Oregon has us looking at what next
year’s A&Ds will look like. Read Bren’s editorial elsewhere in this month’s issue of Downshift.
We are a Porsche club and driving them is a big part of what we do. That won’t change, maybe
how and where might. More to come on this.
Speaking of A&Ds, September’s A&D will be held on the 2nd Saturday so we will not be
competing with the holiday cars, bikes, walkers, runners, motorcyclists and whoever else might
come to Central Oregon to celebrate Labor Day. Scott Lauray, our club’s VP, is working to have
the e-wavier working so both driver and navigator can sign for the same car.
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October’s A&D will be a departure from the “normal” format. An assigned out time for each car
with a set of instructions to follow. It will be a longer scenic drive AND there will be rest stops
along the way that you can use at your convenience. This will require a navigator, so start your
planning now. I will throw in some questions to answer, just to keep you awake and interested!
944 update: used transaxle is installed and just as noisy as the one I took out, bummer. I now
have a winter project, rebuild a transaxle! Sounds like a tech session in the making. The
oil/water cooler is installed and not leaking anymore. Batting .500 on those projects, too bad
it’s not MLB.
I want every club member to know that I take your safety very seriously! I am prone to error on
the side of safety, your safety. I’m looking forward to coming out the other side of this
pandemic with a full and healthy club.
PLEASE do the right things and stay safe and healthy!
See you down the road, I’ll be flashing my lights at you!

Tim
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MEMBER UPDATE
A Monthly summary of our membership changes from Kim
Morris, Membership Chair.

Membership Report: as of Aug. 1, 2020

Total Region: 445
New Members: 2
Transfers In: 2
Juniors: 11

WELCOME TO:
Andrew Gold – 2015 911 C4S
Michael Villano – 2017 911 C4S
Andy Burke – 1986 911 Carrera (Florida)
Fred Paine – 1985 911 Carrera (Hawaii)
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CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER CALENDAR
12- Arrive and Drive – information pending

DON’T FORGET!
Send your Cover Photo entries and pictures of your Porsche trips to the Editor for use
in future Downshift editions.
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BREN HIRSCHBERG

EDITOR’S COLUMN
Porsche Paradise, Bend OR, 97701
That’s the way we have always thought of our HDR Porsche Club here. We
have had paradise right in our front and back yards – great scenery, open
roads, Porsche curves everywhere you go! We got really spoiled with our
Arrive and Drive system of carefree Saturday drives. With 30 of our closest
friends we would socialize, admire the cars, listen to the exhaust, go through
the gears as some member led us on a Saturday drive. For 15 years we had it
pretty good! No, we had it really good.
Then came 2020. There were rumblings of problems
before then due to group size, routes, etc. but not
like what this year brought us. Ah, the irony of it all.
First the Drought. COVID 19 forced us off the roads,
distanced our friendships, took much of the fun out
of the drives. Then the Flood. Seems like overnight
little ol’ Bend turned into L.A. and everybody moved
here! The roads are too crowded, traffic is unsafe,
urban sprawl took over our “hidden” routes. Now
that restrictions of COVID are lifting, Saturdays are the worst- the Cascades Lake Highway is like I5, every minivan with kayaks on top wants to show you he can drive faster than any “dang
Porsch”. The Arrive and Drives have gone the way of Timber Trains and dinosaurs. Don Henley
(The Eagles) tried to warn us back in ’94 “Call someplace paradise, kiss it goodbye” (“The Last
Resort”), I guess we should have kept our mouths shut.
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Now the HDR Board is grappling with finding a solution. It will take a paradigm shift, an all-new
design that fits our new restrictions of population, space, Porsches that are capable of incredible
performance, and a less-tolerant populace. All is not lost…many of our neighboring PCA regions
have had to deal with these limitations for decades. They have found ways to adapt. We can learn
from them. It’s just hard to adjust when you have been spoiled for so long, and to be forced into a
change not of our choosing or liking. As we have heard over and over for the past 7 months, “We
can get through this!”
If you have ideas for positive change, let Tim Hagner, or anyone on the Board know. Hopefully it’s
not Paradise Lost, it’s just Paradise 2.0!
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INSIGHTS FROM A CURIOUS MIND
Is The Coming Electric Car “Train Wreck” Real?
By: Earl E. Apex

Yes, it’s real!
And to add some interest, there will probably be two electric car “train wrecks”. Even though you’re likely
among the 98% of Americans who do not buy plug-in electric cars, you’ll find this coming electric car “train
wreck” interesting to watch.
The first wreck to watch will be in 3 to 4 years. Worldwide, governments are requiring manufacturers to
convert the vast majority of their 80 million cars built annually to be plug in, all electrics. This is being done
while worldwide demand for electric cars is currently about 2.5 million and declining.
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So, who will buy the 75+ million electric cars that no one wants? Obviously no one. The result will
probably a massive decline in car production and 10’s of millions of car buyers being forced to buy cars
that they do not want. The economic and social impact of this will definitely be a “train wreck” that will be
something very interesting to watch. However, consumers will need to replace old cars, so there will be a
growing demand for electric cars as the gas powered cars are eliminated.
The second “train wreck” will be from this crazy start up 12 year old electric car company called Tesla. It
will be Tesla versus all the other slow moving, traditional car manufacturers. BTW, Tesla is run by some
guy from South Africa who’s also created a company called Space X.
What the heck has this Tesla Motors done and what is Tesla doing today? Tesla is building 4 models, 2
sedans and 2 SUVs that are in the car pricing “sweet spot”. How about a $70K compact SUV that seats 7
and is as fast as a new $140K 911S to 60 mph? Tesla has also created a group of extremely happy and
loyal repeat customers in spite of Tesla fit and finish problems. They continue to absolutely dominate
electric car sales.
The only electric car from those other manufacturers that really stands out is the Porsche Taycan. The
Taycan is a truly amazing electric sedan in almost every feature. However, unlike Teslas, it’s designed for
just the top 0.5% of car buyers and it’s a new sedan being introduced into a world that wants SUVs and
not sedans.
The electric car market will eventually increase and it looks like Tesla’s domination will continue. They are
building 270,000 cars a year in a 5 million sq. ft. plant abandoned by GM in Fremont, CA. American car
manufacturers just watched and some laughed. Reality is that Tesla has been dominating worldwide
electric car sales for years, while the other car manufacturers continue to promise a lot, but provide little.
How could this be?
Tesla is not just selling to electric car diehards anymore. Tesla is creating tens of thousands of converts to
electric cars because of their car’s features and benefits. Teslas in many ways are perceived to be better
than gasoline cars.
Oh, I forgot, Tesla just finished building a 5 million sq. ft. giga-facility in Shanghai, China. It will soon be
expanded to about 17 million sq. ft. and will be producing millions of their proven electric cars for China.
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Tesla has also built a 1.2 million sq. ft. facility in New York where its 5,000 employees produce batteries
and solar cells. Oh, I also forgot, Tesla has begun producing batteries in the world’s largest battery
production building that they have just built in Nevada. The 5.8 million sq. ft building will soon have 10,000
employees and will produce 60 to 70% of the batteries needed for all the world’s future electric cars.
What are the other car manufacturers doing? Well, they do watch Tesla. They have built some electric
cars that do not sell very well. They’re not building much in the way of new electric cars, or battery
manufacturing facilities. They continue to show us some new electric car prototypes and let customers
place deposits on possible future models.
So what else has Tesla done? They have begun construction on the 6.4 million sq. ft. first phase car gigamanufacturing facility near Berlin, Germany. It will be expanded to about 15 million sq. ft and soon
produce millions more of their very popular electric vehicles.
Tesla can’t be doing more can it? Well yes. They’re also beginning to build a 5 million sq. ft. giga-facility in
Austin, Texas and will soon be building hundreds of thousands of electric pick ups and cars a year. Plus
another car giga-manufacturing site is rumored for the US.
Tesla will soon have about 30 million sq. ft. of new manufacturing facilities and nearly 100,000 employees
building electric cars, trucks and batteries. This guy from South Africa has gone from a nobody to being
the forth richest man in the world in 12 years.
So the second train wreck will come from fast moving Tesla absolutely dominating the future electric car
market as government regulations will have all but eliminated gas engines. About the time the slow
moving other manufacturers get serious about providing electric cars that customers really want, it will be
way too late for them. But, hey, “train wrecks” can be very interesting to watch.

Your friend, Earl

A note about Earl:
Earl doesn’t own a Tesla nor Tesla stock. Earl grew up when car gas engines were big, inefficient and
stinky, their owner’s egos were bigger and their tires were skinny.
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OUT AND ABOUT
What are your friends doing to “get yer motor runnin’, get out on the Highway, lookin’ for
adventure in whatever comes our way”? (cred. Steppenwolf)
Carol and Hal Keesling took their new
911T to Crater Lake for the aroundthe-lake drive. Hal’s suggestion is for
Porsche to bring out a new blue paint
called “Crater Lake Blue”!

Tim and Sue Hagner took their 997
Cabrio to run the challenging
Aufderheide Highway! It’s a drive
not to be missed by any
enthusiast. Plan on an 8-hour drive
with lots of pedal work. Now is the
time to go before moss covers the
road.
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Ed Chernoff put together a small group for a trip to the Westfir Covered Bridge and a “got to
stop!” at the highway 58 diner for lunch.

The masked “Outlaws of the HDR”, Shannon Hirschberg, Sue and Tim Hagner, Pat Nielsen, Ed “El
Jefe” Chernoff, Fred Nielsen, Mark Jung, David “El Ninja” and Lisa Sarmiento; get ready to hit the
road. The Nielsen’s got the “Los Mucho Calientes” award for driving their ’68 911L without AC!
Temp in Oakridge….100!

David and Lisa successfully cross the covered “Office
Bridge” built in 1944.
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